greater burden of security and care of the elderly on an ever--narrowing number of workers. That same policy has had the unanticipated consequences of fostering a society--wide sexual revolution. Meanwhile, women, who now, owing to sex selection, are in a minority, are striving for and achieving a higher status with growing rates of wife--originated divorce.
China, still ofPicially an atheistic state controlled by the Communist Party, is also experiencing, something of a revolution in religion and morality. There are millions of families reviving Chinese folk religion-a popular blend of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism centered on ancestor reverence-while Buddhist temples and worship have returned to popularity. There are between 70 and 100 million Christians, and more than 100 million Muslims. At the same time, the newspapers are Pilled with accounts of ofPicial corruption, the marketing of unsafe medication and tainted food, and a crescendo of distrust of local cadres. Mistrust of physicians is also at an all--time high, and malpractice and malfeasance litigation against doctors, hospitals, and also teachers is rising. to the world as it is and one eye closed to protect and promote not just self interest but yearning for a better world is an old idea in Chinese society, one that is enabled by hypocrisy and the greater importance of personal connections over rules. yet today it gains renewed relevance from an outside world that is more conducive to pro--social moral change and an inner subjectivity that is either less willing to collude in things as they are or freer to imagine and practice different ways of inhabiting that new world. The upshot is that the Chinese and their practical values are a force for change in many domains, from health and medicine to education and the environment. And society and the new subjectivity are here to stay. Will they change the political reality as they have so visibly altered economic and technological affairs? No one knows. But the profession of medicine will not be the same; nor will the ethics of the doctor--patient relationship and health research. The demand for quality caregiving may well change forever the health care system.
